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Disposition of Clainns 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1 and 3-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) 1 and 3-26 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may hot request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonri PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)IE1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM All b)n Some * c)U None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
" See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Anachment(s) 

1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) EH Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) 0 Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/l\^ail Date. , 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademar1( Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 041 106 



Application/Control Number: 10/657,749 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3721 

DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including tlie fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/10/06 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1 , 3-6, 11-17, 20-22, 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Manservigi et al. (US 5,822,948). 

Manservlgi et al. disclose a method of conveying articles comprising feeding 
articles to pocket conveyor 2; retaining article by gripping means 58 associated with 
pocket 2; feeding article along path p1 while gripping; releasing article from gripping 
means 58; pushing article with guide/push means 3 against locating member 13 of 
pocket 2; and retaining article again by gripping means 58 after advancement; see 
figures 1-8. Regarding claims 5-6, pocket 3 acts as a folding device effectively folding 
multiple components of the wrapping sheet comprising panels. 
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Regarding claim 12, pockets 3 are construed as rotating folding devices rotating 
on axis 49 (perpendicular direction) to effectively wrap the sheet 36 by cooperating with 
gripping means 58 and guide 3. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 20, folding device 42 guide 46 is located along the path 
comprising a face (facing the drum conveyor) with first and second grooves 3 extending 
parallel to the path for folding panels and locating member 13; see figures 1 , 2, and 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Manservigi et al. (US 5,822,948). 

Manservigi et al. while providing for multiple folding devices/elements for folding 
the blank do not directly disclose plural folding devices located between the drum 
conveyor 45 and guide 46. However note that it has been held that constructing a 
formerly integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill in the art. 
NenA/in v. Eriichman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to construct folding device 42 into 
more than one element and provide a folding step by the folding devices. 
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6. Claims 7-10 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Manservigi et al. (US 5,822,948) in view of Draghetti et al. (US 
6,516,589). 

l\/lanservigj et al. do not directly disclose folding flaps and tabs in crease lines 
parallel to the direction of path pi , however Draghetti discloses forming crease lines in a 
parallel direction to the path in order to fold end tabs and flaps by folding devices 60; 
see figure 2. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
folding devices of Draghetti in the invention to Manservigi et al. to complete the end 
folding operation (figure 6a of Manservigi et al. show a tube wrap). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to all claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R. Harmon whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-4461 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on (571) 272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlne-status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




€Kris Harmon 
Patent Examiner 



